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Rule CIC257: CICS Auxiliary Trace was turned on

Finding: CPExpert has detected that the CICS Auxiliary Trace was turned on in the
System Initialization Table (SIT) for a production CICS region.

Impact: This finding has a HIGH IMPACT on the performance of the CICS region.
Turning on the CICS Auxiliary Trace can result in significant overhead.
IBM estimates that the overhead can be over 25%, depending upon the
workload.

Logic flow: This is a basic finding, based upon an analysis of the System Initialization
Table.

Discussion: The CICS Auxiliary Trace is a standard feature of CICS.  The Auxiliary
Trace gives an overview of transaction flows, and can be used to find
situations that occur under full load.

The CICS Auxiliary Trace is intended to be used while debugging a CICS
application or task.  Auxiliary Trace can result in a significant  overhead
and it is not intended to be used in a normal production CICS region.
Collecting and recording the performance and accounting data can require
a significant amount of processor resources.  The IBM CICS Performance
Guides estimate that the overhead is likely to be over 25%, depending
upon the workload.

CPExpert produces Rule CIC257 when AUXTR=ON has been specified in
the SIT, and the CPExpert PRODTEST guidance variable in
USOURCE(CICGUIDE) has been specified as "%LET PRODTEST=PROD"
to indicate the that region is a production CICS region.

Suggestion: CPExpert suggests that you terminate CICS the Auxiliary Trace for a
production CICS region.

Reference : CICS/MVS Version 2.1.2 Performance Guide: pages 67 and 211.

CICS/ESA Version 3.1.1 Performance Guide: pages 190 and 194.

CICS/ESA Version 3.2.1 Performance Guide: pages 26 and 98.

CICS/ESA Version 3.3.1 Performance Guide: pages 26 and 108.
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CICS/ESA Version 4.1.1 Performance Guide: Section 2.1 and Section
3.3.3.

CICS/TS Release 1.1 Performance Guide: Section 2.1 and Section 3.3.3.

CICS/TS Release 1.2 Performance Guide: Section 2.1 and Section 3.3.3.

CICS/TS Release 1.3 Performance Guide: Section 2.1 and Section 3.3.3.

CICS/TS for z/OS Release 2.1 Performance Guide: Chapter 12 (CICS
auxiliary trace).

 
CICS/TS for z/OS Release 2.2 Performance Guide: Section 4.13.6 (CICS |
trace: performance considerations) |


